Sunday 18th June 2017 Trinity 1
Exodus 19:2-8, Psalm 100, Romans 5:1-8, Matthew 9:35-10:8

When Eunice had her 90th birthday I could not believe it! She looks 60 for goodness sake, walks about like a young thing and always has a sparkle. I asked her that day, how do you stay so young, and her answer, which I will carry forever, was simply this; ‘Serving the Lord’.

The Psalmist says ‘Be joyful in the lord all the earth and serve the lord with gladness, the Lord is gracious, loving and faithful from generation to generation’. There we have it, serving the Lord with gladness brings us joy, obeying Him and trusting him makes us happy (and obviously keeps us young!)

In Exodus, we are told we are a Priestly Kingdom and a Holy Nation, surely something to be joyful about and something to make us want to serve in return.

In the Gospel today, the Lord has said he wants workers in his harvest field. The question is, HOW! It is a tall order to go make disciples and to carry the good news of the Gospel in today’s world. But is it really that much different to the world Jesus lived in? Jesus saw the people around him as ‘harassed and helpless!’ Are people today not still harassed and helpless? 

Jesus had compassion for the ordinary people around him who were like sheep without a shepherd. And He is clear in his words and actions:
· He has compassion for the people around him
· He sees their condition as lost and helpless
· He prays in faith to God to bring workers to the harvest field to save them
· He gathers his disciples and commands them to go to people with the Good News

In this particular passage, the disciples are asked to preach the Kingdom of heaven, and not to foreign peoples, but to go to the lost sheep of Israel.

Interesting I think, because it is always so much more difficult to talk about the Good News with people you know and in those words of Jesus, we could easily, instead of ‘lost sheep of Israel’, read ‘lost sheep of Handsworth’ because Jesus is saying in this instance, you don’t need to go miles away, or go to the stranger - go to the people you live amongst and know, your neighbours are the people you need to save and serve.

And for many of us to start a conversation with a stranger about the Christian faith is probably almost easier than with a fellow Handsworthian, but we have been asked to serve the Lord with gladness because we are a Holy Nation. We have been called to share the Good news.

Paul in Romans gives us a step by step guide to being a good Christian with a courageous heart for the lost. 
Firstly he reminds us we are justified by faith. Anything we do in this world to help the lost is shored up by our justification in faith – our belief that God saves and that God loves.
Then, we have peace with God through Jesus because God has proved his love for us that while we were still sinners Christ died for us. We do not need to fear.

If we go to the world with faith and peace, our outreach is not threatening or aggressive, it is gentle and patient.
And as we share in the suffering of others and also suffer rejection (as we will from time to time) we become people with endurance.

Endurance leads to good character – look at Paul – by all accounts a weedy little man, but his character attracted thousands, his persona and charisma led many to become baptised Christians.
And, having a good character, that puts Jesus above self - that has compassion for others - that acts on the good conscience - that prays to the Father for others rather than self – this leads to hope. Not the vague hope that it might be sunny next week, but the real and living, certain hope that Christ has died for us and lives in and through us to produce fruit in us and the harvest fields.

Just as Jesus had an organised way of planning his action with his disciples through prayer, we also need to bring our prayers and faith together and tell the people of Handsworth our story.
OK
A man received a phone call from his doctor. The doctor said, ‘I have good news and bad news.’ The man answered; ‘Okay, give me the good news first.’ The doctor told him, ‘The good news is that you have 24 hours to live.’ The man replied, ‘What! If that's the good news, what's the bad news?’ The doctor said, ‘The bad news is that I forgot to call you yesterday.’

[bookmark: _GoBack]Don’t put it off. Proclaim the good news to those who are dying. We are the sheep of His pasture, we have a Shepherd of our lives and souls, we have the words of eternal life to share with the lost, the harassed, the helpless, so go in joy and gladness to love and serve the lord and share His Good News! Amen
